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ne of the best things about being a member of
0 the College of Art is the opportunity to meet so

many talented young people working hard to make their dreams come true. But |
worry that many young people have no idea what they want to do in the future. The
danger for these people is that they will lose motivation or just follow the path that
seems easiest at the time. | fear that this often leads to unhappiness.

| sympathize with those who are not sure what they want to do in the future. As a
student | was one of them. By nature, | am a very curious person; | enjoy learning new
things. And the more | study, the more | understand how much more there is to learn. It's
a never-ending task! Compared to this, everyday life in an office seemed unimportant. |
couldn't imagine a career in a company that would be satisfying for me.

But we all have to make a living somehow. So, how to combine my own interest in
learning with the need to make some money? Well, perhaps | could become an
academic. But as a poor university student there seemed to be no way | could follow
that dream. | would have to enter graduate school first of all, and that costs a lot of
money.

At this point | could have given up the idea of becoming an academic and settled for
some other job. However, rather than give up | decided that | would take whatever
opportunities came my way, as long as they seemed interesting at the time. Each new
experience | would use as a stepping stone on the path towards a career in academia. It
took a long time. | was already 26 when | went back to university, and | was 28 before |
got my first university teaching position. But thanks to my determination not to settle for
a job that didn't interest me, | now have one of the most satisfying jobs | can imagine.

So, my message is that only you can make your future. If you have a dream do
everything you can to make sure you follow it, even if it takes time. If you are not sure
what you want to do, then first of all try to understand yourself. What makes you happy?
Then make sure that you take advantage of whatever opportunities come your way. Do
not be afraid to try new things. Whatever you do, use the experience to take a step
forward toward achieving whatever it is that makes you happy. Nothing else really
matters that much.
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